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The Hastings Center is an independent,
nonpartisan, and nonprofit bioethics
research institute founded in 1969 to explore
fundamental and emerging questions in
health care, biotechnology, and the environ-
ment. Often described in the press as “the
bioethics think tank,” the Hastings Center is
a go-to resource for research, quotes and the
latest thinking on ethics in medicine.

The Center’s research projects are
grouped into five broad program areas:
Genetics & Biotechnology; Health Care &
Health Policy; Ethics, Science, & the
Environment; International; and Ethics &
Scientific Research. The published projects
are diverse—recent topics range from genetic
paternity testing to newborn screening to
palliative care. The work is carried out by
interdisciplinary teams that convene at the
Center, in Garrison, New York, to frame and
examine issues that inform professional
practice, public conversation, and social 
policy.

The Hastings Center publishes two
journals: Hastings Center Report, devoted
to ethical issues in medicine and the life
sciences; and IRB: Ethics & Human
Research, which examines ethical issues
confronting investigators, participants,
members of institutional review boards,
research administrators, and others
involved in research with human subjects.
Both are available to members and sub-
scribers through the Hastings Center web-
site at www.thehastingscenter.org.

The Center also includes the Morison
Library, a resource for Center research asso-
ciates, fellows, visiting scholars and others.
A modest endowment, research grants, and
charitable contributions support the
Center’s work; the Center is a membership
organization and offers individual,
institutional, group, student and senior
membership levels.
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